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      2017 Poll Watcher Overview (Section 101.131, Florida Statutes)   
Designation 

Who can designate poll watchers?  
Each political party and candidate may have one poll watcher in each polling room or early voting area at any one time 
during the election.  Political committees created for the specific purpose of advocating for the passage or defeat of an 
issue on the ballot may have one poll watcher in each polling room or early voting area at any one time during the 
election. 
 

What qualifies someone to be a poll watcher? 
Each designated poll watcher in Hillsborough County shall be a qualified and registered elector of the county.  
Note: No candidate, sheriff, deputy sheriff, police officer, or other law enforcement officer may be designated as a poll 
watcher. 
 

How are poll watchers designated? 
Poll watchers must be designated in writing to the Supervisor of Elections office using the DS-DE 125 form prescribed by 
the Division of Elections. 
 

For the 2017 Special Elections, when are poll watcher DS-DE 125 designations due? 

2017 ELECTIONS EARLY VOTING  ELECTION DAY DEADLINE FOR DS-DE 125 

Special Primary Election 9/30/2017 - 10/7/2017 10/10/2017 
Noon, 9/16/2017 (Early Voting) 
Noon, 9/26/2017 (Election Day) 

Special Election 12/9/2017 - 12/16/2017 12/19/2017 
Noon, 11/25/2017 (Early Voting) 
Noon, 12/5/2017 (Election Day) 

 

When are poll watchers approved? 
For Election Day, poll watchers are approved on or before the Tuesday before the election.  For Early Voting, poll 
watchers will be approved no later than 7 days before the start of Early Voting. 

 

Polling Site 

What are poll watchers allowed to do? 
Florida law allows all poll watchers to enter and observe the elections process in all polling rooms and Early Voting sites 
within the county in which they have been designated.  Each candidate, party, or committee can only have one 
designated poll watcher in a polling room or early voting site at a time.  
 

Are there any restrictions imposed on poll watchers? 
Yes. Poll watchers are not permitted to interact with voters or come closer to the officials’ table or the voting booths than 
is reasonably necessary to properly perform their functions. Also, no photography is permitted in the polling room or 
Early Voting area. 
 

Who provides supplies for poll watchers? 
Poll watchers shall furnish their own materials and necessities and shall not obstruct the orderly conduct of any election. 
 

Who should a poll watcher approach if he/she has a question? 
Poll watchers shall pose any questions regarding polling place procedures directly and only to the clerk for resolution. 

 

Identification 

How are poll watchers identified at the polls? 
The Supervisor of Elections shall mail to each designated poll watcher an identification badge no later than 7 days before 
the election.  The badge must identify the poll watcher by their name. 
 

When are identification badges required? 
Poll watchers must wear their identification badge at all times while in the polling room or Early Voting area.  

 

http://dos.myflorida.com/media/696684/dsde125.pdf

